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Ohatchee High School Band Syllabus
2018-2019
Philosophy
A student’s high school band experience should be challenging, enriching, and genuine. Through the course of the year, time and energy will be spent familiarizing all students in the band program with different literature, history, and the theory of music so that upon the student’s completion of the band program they may leave high school with a better understanding of music and be a better consumer of music through their entire life.
Attendance 
(This applies to any and all afterschool rehearsals and performances.)
1. Students are expected to attend ALL practices and performances. The band will follow the excused absence policy as spelled out in the OHS student handbook. If a student can attend practice they are expected to be at practice. 
2. Tardiness- Being tardy is not acceptable. However if a student knows that he/she is going to be late then they must notify the band director before rehearsal starts. The 3rd unexcused tardy will affect their grade. If student continues to be tardy it can result in removal from the program. This is at the discretion of the band director. 
3. Though an absence is excused by the school it may not be excused by the band. 
4. Unexcused absences will result in a 0 for a grade. 
5. An unexcused absence from a performance may result in a 0 for the performance, and can lead to immediate removal from the program. 
6. If a student is absent the rehearsal prior to a performance (excused or unexcused) it will be at the discretion of the band director weather or not he/she performs. 
7. If a student misses more than 1 rehearsal in a week (excused or unexcused) it will be at the discretion of the band director weather or not he/she performs. 
8. Please try to schedule all Dr. appointments around the schedule if at all possible. 
Grading
All Students are evaluated on an individual basis. The following grading scale will be used in band:
PERFORMANCE            50%
ATTENDANCE               30%
SKILLS                            20%
If a student misses a performance that is excused they will be offered and alternate assignment to be determined by the Band Director. If a student misses a performance that is unexcused it will be at the discretion of the Band Director to offer or not offer an alternate assignment. 
Practice Logs
Each student is expected to practice his or her instrument at home every day.  As such, practice logs will be sent home with all 7th and 8th graders to accurately catalogue each practice session.  Practice logs must be signed by a parent and returned to the band director to ensure accuracy. These are for a grade and a great way for parents to be involved in a student’s musical growth.  
Concert Attire
Men 
· Solid Black Pants 
· Solid White Long Sleeve Button Down (Dress Shirt) 
· Solid Black Socks
· Black Dress Shoes
· Black Belt
Ladies
· School Appropriate Black Dress / or Solid Black Pants with Solid Black Top 
· Black Close-Toed Shoes
· Only Stud Earrings No other jewelry 
**OHS will offer a dress for purchase that will be acceptable from year to year. This is recommended**
Policy on Alcohol Drugs Tobacco
1. All Ohatchee High School and Calhoun County Board of Education rules are in effect.
1. Involvement with alcohol, unauthorized/illegal drugs, or tobacco products will result in the loss of all extracurricular involvement privileges, or dismissal from the band at the discretion of the director.
1. Any student involved with the use or possession of the above substances on a band sponsored trip or activity will be sent home at their parents’ expense.  They will also face legal action from local law-enforcement authorities.

Concerts/Rehearsals
As concerts are %50 of the grade, we take them very seriously. We have a few concerts a year and the dates will be given out with plenty of notice. Please make all efforts to attend to support all of the students. There will be after school rehearsals leading to a concert. Due to scheduling it is not possible to have all of the concert students at the same time to rehearse without having after school rehearsals. Students and parents will be given plenty of notice.
Classroom
All students are expected to have a Black Three Ring Binder with sheet protectors, any book that may be required, as well as paper and pencil. Cell phones are not allowed in class unless instructed by the Band Director. 

Student Print_______________________________Student Sign_________________________Date____
Parent Print________________________________Parent Sign__________________________Date____
Communication
Dear Parent or Guardian,
This year I am trying to focus on better communication with students and families. We have various modes of which we communicate.
· www.ohatcheeindians.net 
· Click on Music and select Band
· OHS Band Facebook Page
· Ohatchee High School Band Alumni Facebook Page
· Remind Accounts (Text Messages)

Remind
This is a text messaging system that allows me to send out quick short reminders and keep everyone updated. With this system I will not have your individual number and you will not have mine. This will not be a big group message. You will only receive messages from me. 
To join our Parent Remind message @bandoh to the number 81010
To join our Student Remind message @mrbenede to the number 81010

Instruments
Many of you may be purchasing an instrument for the first time or looking for an upgrade. Please discuss with me before making and sudden purchases. I am here to help make sure that your instrument is a quality one that will last. There are some instrument brands that our local music shop will not work on. 
Student Fees
[bookmark: _GoBack]Band Class Fee (All Students enrolled in class) $20 for 7th-8th grade and $30 for 9th-12th this helps pay for instrument repairs, music folders, equipment, etc. 
We encourage all students to participate in fundraisers to support the band program.
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